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The Buzz That Veterans Hear

By-Tw WILEINSON
Washington Post Staff Writer

Capt. Nathan Green remembers the alarm sounding
ﬂmtdayiastﬁprilinﬂaghdad’aﬁrmmiﬂemmm
bersrunning,andthentheluudexptosinnoithnmcket
hitﬁngﬂ[lfeetbehindhim.Hemslmodmdun—
mnsduus,suﬁm'edam@aﬁnbmhmmdmw.
hmﬂmmﬂ%pﬂchedmmnmdmﬁchmoimﬂd

ExﬂeptthereiamﬂMmdin.Green.SZ.anﬁirFuﬁe
maﬂlerme ofﬁmiorninesmhaaﬂmﬂhﬁ,nrrm' ging in

ears.

ﬁereianomre,thoughthﬂreiauuguing‘meﬂrdltu
find one. Relief most often comes various meth
ods of “managing” the condition.

Nuhodyknmvsqltitehuwhigagmup Green has
jncined.BaaedunaZﬂI}hurvey.theCentemImDIwnpe
Control and Prevention estimates that some 23 million
people in the country hear ing when there is no
emrnﬂmdmmtmmwmm

the number may be 50 million,
hamdmmasurmdmeimﬁaihudttUﬁvemm‘ in the
1990s.
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That survey suggests that about 12 million people
have the kind of chronic condition that prompts them to
seek medical attention; about 2 million have such a se-
vere case that it is disabling, interfering with sleep, con-
centration, social interaction and work. :

Agingplaarsamlemthemmmaeuiﬁnnitus.asdﬂ
some physical ailments. But loud noise and subsequent

to the ear — the inner ear in particular -—i8 the
principal culprit. The sources of such noise are all
around us: sirens, rock concerts, blow dryers, jack-
hmmchainsawﬂ,pnwermuwem,fmnandm
tractors. Adding to the din is a whole bunch of military
tinnitus is the No. 1 service-
connected disability for Iraq veterans.
ahout the sound of not-
you can hear with the car windows up,
neern
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